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Characters:

Scarlet – The Hare  (Scarlett O’Hare)
Ashy Willskip the grey rabbit  (Ashley Wilkes)
Lack of Melanin – the weak, fragile albino rabbit  (Melanie Wilkes)
Redd Bottom – a hare  (Rhett Butler)
Skippy – the squirrel slave  (Prissy)
Doctor  (Doctor Meade)

Extra Rabbits

Setting

The rabbits live in the back yard.  Rabbits overhear from people that the lawn mover and shredder is coming to clear the back yard, cut up the garden and change their way of life.  The mice and squirrels who gather up all the food which the rabbits eat are busy keeping the rabbits fat.  The rabbits get a plan that if they go to the yard across the street and join with other rabbits they will be able to jam the lawnmower and save their yard.  SCARLET, THE HARE learns that Ashy Willskip is harvesting his garden with Melanin.  SCARLET, THE HARE loves Ashy’s garden.
ACT 1
Scene 1

SCARLET, THE HARE and 2 boy rabbits are talking in the yard.

RABBIT
What do we care if we were just expelled from the yard Miss Scarlet.  The lawnmower will be starting any day now so we’ll have left the yard anyhow.

RABBIT 2

Lawnmower!  Isn’t it exciting Miss Scarlet.  Those people actually want to use a lawnmower back here.  We’ll show em.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh Fiddly Dee!  Lawnmower, lawnmower, lawnmower!  This lawnmower talk is spoiling all the fun.  At every garden in this yard, I hear this talk and get so bored I could scream.  Besides, there isn’t going to be no lawnmower.

RABBIT
How can you say that Miss Scarlet.  Of course there’s going to a lawnmower and shredder too.
SCARLET, THE HARE
If either one of you rabbits mention lawnmower again I’ll go down into my hole and cover it.

RABBIT
Don’t you want to have a lawnmower?

(SCARLET, THE HARE GETS UP TO LEAVE.)
RABBIT 2

Wait Scarlet Honey, please wait.  Wait a minute, anything you say.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Well, but remember I warned you.

RABBIT 2

I got an idea, well talk about the harvesting the Willskip’s are having at 12 Oaks.

RABBIT
That’s a good idea!

RABBIT 2

You’re harvesting your garden with us Miss Scarlet?

SCARLET, THE HARE
I haven’t thought about that.  I’ll think about it tomorrow

RABBIT
We want all your small carrots.  First the leaves, then the stems, then the shriveled parts of the carrot and so on, promise!

SCARLET, THE HARE
I think so.  I’d love to.

RABBIT
Ya-hoo!  (JUMPING HAPPILY)

SCARLET, THE HARE
If only I didn’t have every one of them already taken.

RABBIT (BOTH)

Honey, you can’t do that to us.  How about if we tell you a secret?

SCARLET, THE HARE
A secret, who about?

RABBIT
Well, you know Miss Lack of Melanin?
SCARLET, THE HARE
You mean the albino, weak, fragile rabbit Lack of Melanin?  That weak thing!  Who wants to know a secret about her?

RABBIT 2

We heard, that is to say, Ashy, the gray rabbit is going to harvest his garden with hers.

RABBIT
You know those grey rabbits are always harvesting with albinos.
SCARLET, THE HARE (THOUGHTFUL)

Of course (BEGINS TO LEAVE)  It can’t be true!  Ashy will harvest with me.  (HOPS OFF)

RABBIT (BOTH calling behind her)

Miss Scarlet!

Scene 2

SCARLET, THE HARE runs to find Ashy.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Ashy!
ASHY

Scarlet, my dear!

SCARLET, THE HARE
I’ve been looking for you everywhere.  I’ve got something I must tell you.  Can’t we go down in the hole and talk?

ASHY

Yes, I’d like to, but I’ve got something to tell you too.  Something I hope you’ll be glad to hear.  Now come and say hello to my cousin Lack of Melanin Willskip.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, do I have too. 

ASHY

She’s been looking forward to seeing you again.  Lack of Melanin, here’s Scarlet.
LACK OF MELANIN

Scarlet, I’m so glad to see you again

SCARLET, THE HARE
What a surprise to see you at harvest time?

LACK OF MELANIN

Oh Scarlet, you have so much life.  I’ve always admired your strength

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, you flatter me.  Ashy is a flatter too – nobody can believe a word that he says.
ASHY

No one could accuse Lack of Melanin for being insincere.  (They smile at each other lovingly)
(Scarlet, the Hare turns away unable to watch.  Enter, Redd Bottom who smiles like a fox)

SCARLET, THE HARE (to self)
Who is that looking at us smiling?  A nasty dog.  Oh yes, that’s Redd Bottom.  He’s from across the field.  He has the most terrible reputation.  Most families won’t receive him.  He’s so fast.  And then there’s that business about a garden he wouldn’t harvest.  Well, I won’t think about it I’ll think about that tomorrow.
(SCARLET, THE HARE turns back to the couple)

ASHY to Lack of Melanin

You seem to belong here, as if it had all been planted for you.

LACK OF MELANIN

I like to feel that I belong to the things you love – this terrain with the 12 oak trees.  It’s a whole world.  I’m not afraid of any lawn mower or shredder, I’ll love you Ashy until I die.

ASHY

Now, if you excuse me I must speak with Mr. Redd Bottom.  He’s our guest and he quarreled earlier with some of the boys about the lawnmower.  I’ll show him around.

(Lack of Melanin walks away.  SCARLET, THE HARE stops Ashy)

SCARLET, THE HARE
Ashy wait!

ASHY

What, Scarlet?
SCARLET, THE HARE
Well, Ashy, Ashy…I...I love your garden.
ASHY

Scarlet...
SCARLET, THE HAIR

I love your garden, I do.

ASHY

Well, isn’t it enough that you gathered veggies from every other bunny’s garden today?  You always had mine.  You cut your teeth on it.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, don’t tease me now.  Have I your radishes my darling?  I love your garden, I love your garden?

ASHY

You mustn’t say such things.  You’ll hate me for hearing them.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, I could never hate you and I know you care about me don’t you?
ASHY

Yes, I care.  Oh can’t we hop away and forget we ever said these things?

SCARLET, THE HARE
Harvest with me.
ASHY

I’m going to harvest with Lack of Melanin.  Don’t make me say things that will hurt you.  You’re so young; you don’t know what harvesting takes.
SCARLET, THE HARE
I know that I love your garden you don’t love Lack of Melanin’s.
ASHY

She’s like me Scarlet, she’s a rabbit.  We understand each other.  How could I help loving your garden – it has all the veggies that mine lack.  But that kind of love isn’t enough for a successful harvest for folks as different as we are.

SCARLET, THE HARE
You led me on, you made me believe you wanted to harvest with me.

ASHY

Now Scarlet, be fair, I never at any time...  (Starts to leave)

SCARLET, THE HARE
You did!  I’ll hate you until you die

Ashy begins to leave.  SCARLET, THE HARE throws a rock at him.  Redd Bottom, hops forward.
REDD BOTTOM
Has the lawnmower started?
SCARLET, THE HARE,

Sir, you should have made your presence known.
REDD BOTTOM
In the middle of that beautiful love scene?  That wouldn’t have been tactful, would it?  But don’t worry your secret is safe with me.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Sir, you are no Bunny Rabbit!

REDD BOTTOM
Any you miss are not a bunny either.  Don’t think that I hold that against you.  Bunnies never had any charm for me.  I hope to see more of you when you’re free of the spell of the elegant Mr. Willskip. He doesn’t strike me as even half good enough to harvest with; for a girl with your garden.

SCARLET, THE HARE
How dare you!  You aren’t fit to wipe his paw!
REDD BOTTOM
And you were going to hate him for the rest of your life.

Scene 3
Out of spite SCARLET, THE HARE has married Charles Willskip, Ashy’s brother in a double wedding with Lack of Melanin.  The rabbits in the yard have all gathered together to try to fight the lawn mower by hopping across the street to work with other rabbits in a different yards.  Unfortunately, there are many causalities, one of them is SCARLET, THE HARE’s new husband Charles. In his quest to help fight off the lawnmower, Scarlet, The Hare’s husband Charles was hit by a car and passed away. The lady rabbits left in the yard all decide to have a fundraiser to raise veggies for the rabbits trying to fight the vicious lawnmower.  Scene opens at a donation party.
(Enter SCARLET, THE HARE, Lack of Melanin and Redd Bottom)
LACK OF MELANIN

Captain Bottom, such a pleasure to see you again.  I met you last at my husband’s garden.
REDD BOTTOM
That’s kind of you to remember Mrs. Willskip.

LACK OF MELANIN

Did you meet Captain, Bottom in the yard with the 12 oak trees Scarlet?

SCARLET, THE HARE
Uh, yes, I think so.

REDD BOTTOM
Only for a moment Mrs. Hamilton.  I believe you tripped over a rock.

LACK OF MELANIN

I’m donating this bushel of wheat.
REDD BOTTOM
But it’s from your garden.
LACK OF MELANIN

It may be more useful to my husband harvested out of season.  Excuse me.

Lack of Melanin exits

SCARLET, THE HARE (grabs a stack of weeds)

Here, these are from my garden.  I don’t need these weeds.

REDD BOTTOM
I know how much this means to you Mrs. Hamilton.
SCARLET, THE HARE
I wish you’d go away.  I never want to see you again.
REDD BOTTOM
Now, don’t be silly.  You’ve no reason to hate me.  I kept your secret

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, I guess I can’t hate you for being noble and brave.  I do declare I was surprised that you turned out to be a hero.
REDD BOTTOM
I can’t bear to take advantage of you.  I am neither noble nor heroic.

SCARLET, THE HARE
But you run across the road without getting hit.
REDD BOTTOM
I’m a hare remember.  I can run up to 72 miles per hour.  The cars are doing about 30 in a residential neighborhood, plus I HOP across the road.  Now look I have a surprise for you.
(Redd Bottom give SCARLET, THE HARE a head of lettuce.)
SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, oh, oh, the darling greens.  Oh Redd, it’s fresh, fresh.  You didn’t really bring it all the way from Paris Street?  It’s been such a long time since I’ve had anything fresh.

REDD BOTTOM
Yes, I thought it was about time I got you away from those fake, stale veggies.  Next time I’ll bring you some greens and a little fruit to go with it.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh, Redd! You’re so good to me.
REDD BOTTOM
It’s my duty to the brave bunnies at the corner to keep the girl bunnies back in the field well fed.

SCARLET, THE HARE
It’s been so long since I had anything fresh.

(SCARLET, THE HARE looks at the lettuce and pretends to be confused.)
REDD BOTTOM (frustrated)

This is awful!  Just awful.

SCARLET, THE HARE - innocently

What’s the matter?

REDD BOTTOM
This lawnmower war stopped being a joke when a bunny like you doesn’t know how to eat fresh lettuce.

(They laugh together) 

SCARLET, THE HARE
I don’t know how I dare eat this.
REDD BOTTOM
But you will.

SCARLET, THE HARE
I can’t keep accepting these gifts.  You are so awfully kind.

REDD BOTTOM
I’m not kind.  I’m tempting you with food and I always get paid.
SCARLET, THE HARE
If you think I’ll let you harvest my garden with me just to pay for this lettuce I won’t.

REDD BOTTOM
Don’t flatter yourself; I’m not the harvesting kind.

SCARLET, THE HARE 

Well, then I won’t hop for it either.  (Takes the hop position though)

REDD BOTTOM (seriously)

Aw get off your hind legs.  No I don’t think I will hop with you, although you need hopping, badly.  That’s what’s wrong with you.  You should hop and hop often and with someone who knows how.
SCARLET, THE HARE
And you think you’re the only one to hop with.  I don’t know why I let you visit me.

REDD BOTTOM
Because, I’m the only one who’s not an old bunny and am a young enough hare that can hop across the road and get some fresh veggies for you to munch on.  But cheer up; this lawnmower thing can’t last much longer.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh Redd, is Ashy all right? Where is he?
REDD BOTTOM
So, the little grey coated Ashy rabbit isn’t out of your mind? He’s by a small cull de sac called Getty’s Bird.  

(Redd Bottom storms out. SCARLET, THE HARE leaves shortly afterward to hop to Getty’s Bird. She finds Ashy Willskip there about to hop across the highway.)  
SCARLET, THE HARE 

Ashy! Oh Ashy. There you are. Before you leave, I want to give you something 

ASHY WILLSKIP 

Oh, it’s nice to see you Scarlet. What did you want to give me ?
SCARLET, THE HARE 

It’s a carrot. The only carrot to look like Bugs Bunny! I grew it myself .
ASHY WILLSKIP 

You grew it yourself? Then I will value it all the more. I’ll eat it slowly and nibble it in small bites 

SCARLET, THE HARE 

Oh Ashy, there’s nothing I wouldn’t grow for you 

ASHY WILLSKIP 

There’s one thing you can grow for me. Would you look after Lack of Melanin’s garden. She’s so pale and gentle and loves to eat so much. Please Scarlet, promise me .
SCARLET, THE HARE 

Oh, all right Ashy. I promise.
Scene 4
The war is raging.  The lawnmower has taken up most of the plants in the yard.  The sound of the mower is loud and poor SCARLET, THE HARE is driven crazy from it.  She begins to run wildly in circles like a hare in the spring.  Enter Redd Bottom.

REDD BOTTOM
Scarlet!  Whoa!  Stop that running around.  This is no day for running, you’ll get run over.  You better hop on your hind legs like I do.

SCARLET, THE HARE
I’ve gotta get out here.  I’ve gotta get out of here before the lawnmower comes.

REDD BOTTOM
And leave you harvesting in the garden?   Have you had enough of dead bugs, lice and pesticides?  Well, I suppose you weren’t meant for a sick garden.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Don’t talk like that Redd.  I’m so scared.  I wish I get out of here.

REDD BOTTOM
Let’s get out of here together.  No need of staying here.  No need for the garden to come down around your ears.  There are too many nice yards to go visit on Mexico Avenue, London Road, or Paris Street.
SCARLET, THE HARE
With you?

REDD BOTTOM
Yes ma’am.  I’m a hare that who understands you and admires you for just being you.  I figure we belong together what with us both being hares and all.  I’ve just been waiting for you to grow up and get that grey coated bunny Ashy Willskip’s garden off your mind.  Well, I heard that Mrs. Willskip is expecting a good crop.  Be hard coveting a man’s garden with a wife who has harvested all the veggies out of it.

SCARLET, THE HARE
I hate and despise you Redd Bottom.  I’ll hate and despise you till I die.
Enter the Doctor

DOCTOR

Miss Scarlet!  What is this?  You aren’t planning on hopping away.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Don’t you try to stop me!  I’ve had enough of dead weeds and rocks.  I want my own garden.  My own garden needs me.

DOCTOR

Lack of Melanin needs you.

SCARLET, THE HARE
It’s not my garden, you take care of it.

DOCTOR

Not enough bunnies around here to look after a sick garden.  You’ve got to stay for Lack of Melanin’s garden.  It must be harvested or all the food will rot.

SCARLET, THE HARE
What for?  I don’t know anything about harvesting.

(Enter Skippy the young black rabbit, running)
SKIPPY

I knows!  I knows!  I knows how to do it.  I’ve done it lots and lots.  Let me do the harvest.  I can do everything.

DOCTOR

Good, then I’ll rely on you to help us Skippy.  Ashy’s on the other side of the field fighting a lawnmower.  He may never come back.  He may die.  Scarlet, we owe him a well harvested garden.

(Doctor leaves with Skippy)
SCARLET, THE HARE
Lack of Melanin, this is all your fault.  I hate you.  I hate you.  If only I hadn’t promised Ashy to take care of your garden.  I hate all your plants and your little radishes too.  Skippy, Skippy!  Come here Skippy.  Go get ready.  Don’t stand there like a scared squirrel, run!  Hurry, Hurry.  I’ll hide all your nuts, I swear.  I’ll hide all your nuts.
(Skippy comes back all confused and simple minded singing a happy tune.)
SKIPPY

Oh Miss Scarlet.  Lack of Melanin’s garden is bad off.  It needs harvesting now.
SCARLET, THE HARE
There’s nobody else to help Skippy.  You’ve got to manage.  I’ll help you.

SKIPPY

Oh landscape, Miss Scarlet!

SCARLET, THE HARE
What is it?

SKIPPY

We’ve go to have help!  We just got to. I don’t know nothing about harvesting no garden nothing!

SCARLET, THE HARE
What do you mean?  You told me you knew everything about it.

SKIPPY

I don’t know how come I tell such a lie.  Ma ain’t never let me around when folks was harvesting.
SCARLET, THE HARE (turns to audience with crazed look)
Oh shoot!

SKIPPY – all hysterical

Oh Miss Scarlet!  Oh Miss Scarlet!

SCARLET, THE HARE
Stop it!  (Thinking)  Okay Go get the rake out of the shed, go get the flat point shovel, get me the weed puller, some scissors and the largest wheel barrow you can find.  Go now.  And be quick.  Don’t tell me you can’t them either, Go

SKIPPY

Yes ma’am – scurrying off

Scene 5
SCARLET, THE HARE, Lack of Melanin and Skippy are returning to the yard with the twelve oak trees.  They meet up briefly with Redd Bottom to help carry their veggies.  They are walking along tiredly until Redd Bottom stops.
SCARLET, THE HARE
Why did you stop?
REDD BOTTOM
This is the turn to the terrain.  I’d take turns carrying the veggies since it’s all you’ve got Mrs. Willskip.
SKIPPY

Miss Lack of Melanin stopped carrying those few veggies a way back Captain But he likes her.

REDD BOTTOM
She’s probably better off.  She couldn’t stand the pain of so much rotten food.  Now Scarlet, you still determined to do this crazy thing and return back to the yard with the 12 oak trees?

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh yes, yes, I know we can get through it.  I’m sure we can escape the lawnmower.
REDD BOTTOME

Not we, my dear, you.  I’m leaving you here.

SCARLET, THE HARE
You’re what?  Rat, where are you going?

REDD BOTTOME

I’m going my dear to join the rabbits in the other yard.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh it’s a joke.  I could kill you for scaring me.

REDD BOTTOM
I’m serious Scarlet.  I’m going to join up with the grey bunnies.

SCARLET, THE HARE
But they’re all scurrying away!

REDD BOTTOM
Oh no, they’ll turn and make a last jump.  And when they do, I’ll be with them. I’m a little late, but better late than…
SCARLET, THE ARE

Scarlet, you must be joking.

REDD BOTTOM
Selfish to the end aren’t you?  Thinking of your own precious garden without a thought to the noble cause of downing the lawnmower and saving the yard.

SCARLET, THE HARE
How could you leave me here helpless?
REDD BOTTOM
You, helpless?  You’re a jackrabbit.  You were born fully furred and with your eyes wide open, you were able to defend yourself right after birth.  So now I want to say goodbye.

SCARLET, THE HARE
No.  Please don’t leave me.  I’ll never forgive you.
REDD BOTTOM
I’m not asking you to forgive me.  I’ll never understand or forgive myself.  And if a car hits me, so help me I’ll laugh at myself for being an idiot.  But there’s one thing that I do know and that is that I love your veggies Scarlet, in spite of you and me and the whole silly yard being cut up into pieces around us.  I love your veggies because we’re alike – fast and shrewd jackrabbits.

SCARLET, THE HARE
Oh Redd.

REDD BOTTOM
I want to carry some of your veggies into battle with me.  Never mind loving my garden, you’re a woman sending a bunny to his death with a healthy meal.  Scarlet, feed me, feed me once.
SCARLET, THE HARE
Take my last bit of veggies!  You’re a low, down nasty thing.

Redd Bottom laughs, takes the veggies and exits.
SKIPPY (angrily)

Oh he’s a rat!

LACK OF MELANIN  (pointing to Scarlet)

But he likes her

SCARLET, THE HARE, Skippy and Lack of Melanin continue on without Redd Bottom.  They arrive at the terrain of their yard with the 12 oaks.
LACK OF MELANIN

Oh Scarlet.  Look at it – the terrain!  The terrain.  But your garden has been ravaged by the lawnmower and the bunnies left are starving.  Your mother has died and your Paw has gone crazy believing that his wife is not dead, but just lost.

SCARLET, THE HARE
But it’s home.  We got a few radishes in the garden I’ll dig them up.  You and Skippy go get some rest.

Exhausted and hungry SCARLET, THE HARE walks the barren field and begins to dig up the dried up radishes.  She falls to the ground, slowly pulls herself up

SCARLET, THE HARE
As G-d is my witness, as G-d is my witness they’re not going to pick no more of my veggies.  I’m going to live through this and when its all over I’ll never be hungry again.  No, nor any of my folk.  If I have to plant, water, fertilize, weed, or even till with my own paws, as G-d is my witness, I’ll never be hungry again!

Musical interlude

-END-
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